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Cold weather rating
Most consumer smart locks fail below minus ten Celsius. Look for an operating range that goes to at
least minus thirty for Toronto winters.

Battery life
AA batteries are more reliable than rechargeable packs. Expect six to twelve months of battery life, half
that in cold weather.

Mechanical key backup
Every smart lock should keep a physical keyway. Skip models that have eliminated it in favour of
USB-C jump-start ports.

Local connectivity
Bluetooth, Z-Wave, and Matter all work without the internet. Wi-Fi only locks stop responding when
your router reboots.

Reinforced strike plate
Replace the factory strike with a reinforced plate and three-inch screws. This single upgrade matters
more for security than lock brand.

Cost ranges 2026 GTA
Entry $150 to $250. Mid-range with Z-Wave $250 to $400. Premium with fingerprint $400 to $600. Pro
install $80 to $180.

Insurance discount
Smart locks with monitored alarm integration may reduce home insurance premiums. Check with your
insurer first.

What to avoid
No cold rating, no mechanical key, rechargeable only, no Z-Wave or Matter, monthly subscription for
basic features, off-brand marketplace listings.
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